
The Strange Career of Jim Crow: A Long and
Tortuous Journey
The Strange Career of Jim Crow is a seminal work on the history of racial
segregation in the United States. Published in 1955, it traced the origins of
Jim Crow laws to the end of Reconstruction and the rise of the white
supremacy movement. The book had a profound impact on the civil rights
movement and helped to shape the nation's understanding of race.
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The book's author, C. Vann Woodward, argued that Jim Crow was not a
natural or inevitable development, but rather a system of racial segregation
that was created and maintained by white Southerners in order to preserve
their social, economic, and political power. Woodward showed how Jim
Crow laws were used to disenfranchise African Americans, segregate them
in all aspects of public life, and deny them basic civil rights.
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The Strange Career of Jim Crow was published at a time when the civil
rights movement was gaining momentum. The book helped to provide a
historical context for the movement and to show how deeply embedded Jim
Crow was in American society. The book also helped to inspire activists to
challenge Jim Crow laws and to demand full equality for African Americans.

The Strange Career of Jim Crow remains a classic work on the history of
race in America. It is a must-read for anyone who wants to understand the
origins of racial segregation and the long struggle for civil rights.

The Origins of Jim Crow

The origins of Jim Crow laws can be traced back to the end of
Reconstruction and the rise of the white supremacy movement. After the
Civil War, African Americans were granted citizenship and the right to vote.
However, white Southerners resisted these changes and began to enact
laws that would disenfranchise African Americans and segregate them in all
aspects of public life.

The first Jim Crow law was passed in Mississippi in 1890. This law required
separate railroad cars for African Americans and whites. Other states soon
followed suit, and by the turn of the century, Jim Crow laws were in place in
all of the Southern states.

Jim Crow laws were not limited to the South. In the North, African
Americans were often segregated in housing, education, and employment.
However, the South was the stronghold of Jim Crow, and it was there that
the system was most oppressive.

The Impact of Jim Crow



Jim Crow laws had a devastating impact on the lives of African Americans.
They were denied the right to vote, to serve on juries, to hold public office,
and to receive equal education and employment opportunities. African
Americans were also subjected to violence and intimidation, and they lived
in constant fear of being lynched.

Jim Crow laws not only harmed African Americans, but they also damaged
the entire nation. They created a system of racial inequality that
undermined the principles of democracy and justice. Jim Crow laws also
made it difficult for the United States to live up to its international
obligations to promote human rights.

The Civil Rights Movement

The civil rights movement was a mass movement that fought to end Jim
Crow segregation and discrimination. The movement began in the early
20th century, but it gained momentum in the 1950s and 1960s. The civil
rights movement used a variety of tactics, including nonviolent protests,
boycotts, and voter registration drives, to challenge Jim Crow laws and
demand full equality for African Americans.

The civil rights movement was successful in achieving many of its goals. In
1954, the Supreme Court ruled in Brown v. Board of Education that racial
segregation in public schools was unconstitutional. In 1964, Congress
passed the Civil Rights Act, which outlawed discrimination in employment,
public accommodations, and government programs. In 1965, Congress
passed the Voting Rights Act, which prohibited racial discrimination in
voting.



The civil rights movement was a major turning point in American history. It
helped to end Jim Crow segregation and discrimination, and it paved the
way for a more just and equal society.

The Legacy of Jim Crow

Jim Crow segregation may be over, but its legacy continues to shape
American society today. Racial inequality persists in many areas, including
education, employment, and housing. African Americans are also more
likely to be arrested, convicted, and incarcerated than white Americans.

The legacy of Jim Crow is a reminder that racism is a persistent problem in
American society. It is a challenge that we must continue to confront and
overcome.

The Strange Career of Jim Crow is a powerful and disturbing book that
exposes the horrors of racial segregation. It is a must-read for anyone who
wants to understand the history of race in America and the long struggle for
civil rights.
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