
The Journal of the Arctic Expedition of 1881 in
Search of De Long and the Jeannette: An
Enduring Legacy of Adventure and
Exploration
The Journal of the Arctic Expedition of 1881 in Search of De Long and the
Jeannette is a captivating historical document that chronicles the daring
expedition led by Commander George W. De Long to find the ill-fated
Jeannette and its crew. This article explores the significance, content, and
enduring legacy of this extraordinary journal, providing insights into the
challenges and triumphs of Arctic exploration during the late 19th century.

The Arctic Expedition of 1881

In 1881, the United States Navy embarked on a daring mission to search
for the Jeannette, a ship that had become trapped in the Arctic ice three
years prior. Led by Commander De Long, the expedition consisted of the
steamship USS Jeannette and a crew of 33 officers and men. Their mission
was to locate the Jeannette, determine its fate, and rescue any survivors.
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The expedition sailed from San Francisco on July 8, 1881, and headed
north into the treacherous waters of the Arctic Circle. Along the way, they
encountered numerous challenges, including ice floes, blizzards, and
extreme cold. Despite these obstacles, De Long and his crew persevered,
determined to fulfill their mission.

The Journal: A First-Hand Account

Throughout the expedition, De Long meticulously kept a journal, recording
his observations, experiences, and challenges. This journal provides an
invaluable first-hand account of the expedition, offering readers a glimpse
into the daily lives and struggles of these brave explorers.

De Long's entries are both descriptive and introspective. He describes the
stunning beauty of the Arctic landscape, the challenges of navigating
through treacherous ice, and the camaraderie among the crew. He also
shares his thoughts on the dangers they faced and the importance of
perseverance.

The Fate of the Jeannette

On September 12, 1881, the Jeannette became trapped in ice off the coast
of Siberia. For months, the ship drifted helplessly, carried by the currents.
The crew eventually abandoned the ship and set out on foot across the ice.
However, they encountered severe weather and a lack of food, leading to a
tragic end for many of them.
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De Long and a small group of survivors managed to reach land but were
forced to endure months of hardship before they were rescued. Only 13
members of the original crew survived the expedition.

The Significance of the Journal

The Journal of the Arctic Expedition of 1881 in Search of De Long and the
Jeannette is significant for several reasons:

Historical Documentation: The journal provides a detailed and
accurate account of the expedition, shedding light on the challenges
and triumphs of Arctic exploration during the late 19th century.

Personal Narrative: De Long's entries offer a unique and intimate
perspective on the experiences of the crew. Readers gain insights into
their daily lives, thoughts, and emotions.

Scientific Value: The journal contains observations and data on the
Arctic environment, contributing to the understanding of Arctic
geography, climate, and wildlife.

Legacy of Adventure: The journal inspires and captivates readers
with its tales of adventure, resilience, and the human spirit facing
adversity.

Enduring Legacy

The Journal of the Arctic Expedition of 1881 in Search of De Long and the
Jeannette continues to have an enduring legacy. It has been widely
published, translated, and studied by historians, scientists, and adventure
enthusiasts alike.



The journal's importance extends beyond its historical value. It serves as a
reminder of the bravery, determination, and scientific curiosity that drove
Arctic exploration in the 19th century. It also inspires future generations to
push the boundaries of exploration and scientific discovery.

The Journal of the Arctic Expedition of 1881 in Search of De Long and the
Jeannette is a remarkable document that captures the essence of Arctic
exploration in the late 19th century. De Long's vivid prose and detailed
observations provide readers with a unique and deeply personal account of
the expedition. The journal's enduring legacy lies in its historical
significance, scientific value, and its ability to inspire future generations of
explorers and adventurers.
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