
On Race and Storytelling: A Journey Through
the CBC Massey Lectures

We gather around the fire, drawn in by the flickering light and the promise
of a story. For centuries, stories have been a way for us to share our
experiences, connect with each other, and make sense of the world around
us. But what happens when the stories we tell are incomplete, or when they
leave out the experiences of entire groups of people?
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In her CBC Massey Lectures, award-winning author and broadcaster
Adrienne Clarkson explores the power of storytelling to shape our
understanding of race and identity. Drawing on her own experiences as a
daughter of Chinese immigrants and a Governor General of Canada,
Clarkson argues that stories have the ability to both perpetuate and
challenge racism.

Clarkson begins by examining the ways in which stories have been used to
justify racism. She points to the example of the "model minority" myth,
which stereotypes Asian Americans as hardworking, intelligent, and
successful. This myth has been used to justify policies that exclude other
minority groups, such as African Americans and Latinos.

But Clarkson also shows how stories can be used to challenge racism. She
highlights the work of writers such as James Baldwin, Toni Morrison, and
Alice Munro, who have used their stories to explore the complexities of
race and identity. These writers have helped to create a more nuanced
understanding of race, and their work has inspired others to challenge
racism in their own lives.
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Clarkson argues that we need to create more opportunities for people of all
races to tell their stories. She points to the importance of diversity in the
media, and she calls for more support for programs that help to develop the
voices of marginalized communities.

By sharing our stories, we can learn from each other and build a more
inclusive society. Stories have the power to change the world, and it is up
to us to use them for good.

The Power of Storytelling

Stories are powerful. They can shape our understanding of the world, our
place in it, and our relationships with others. Stories can be used to
entertain, to educate, to inspire, and to heal.

When we listen to a story, we are transported to another time and place.
We experience the world through the eyes of another person, and we learn
from their experiences. Stories can help us to understand different cultures,
to see the world from a different perspective, and to develop empathy for
others.

Stories can also be used to challenge injustice. They can give voice to the
voiceless, and they can help us to see the world in a new light. Stories
have the power to change the world, and they are an essential part of a just
and equitable society.

The Importance of Diversity in Storytelling

In order for stories to be truly powerful, they need to reflect the diversity of
the world around us. We need to hear stories from people of all races,



genders, religions, and backgrounds. We need to hear stories that reflect
the full range of human experiences.

When we only hear stories from one group of people, we get a very narrow
and incomplete view of the world. We miss out on the richness and
diversity of human experience, and we are more likely to perpetuate
stereotypes and prejudices.

Diversity in storytelling is essential for a just and equitable society. It helps
us to understand each other better, to see the world from different
perspectives, and to build bridges between different communities.

Stories are a powerful tool for shaping our understanding of the world and
our place in it. They can be used to entertain, to educate, to inspire, and to
heal. They can also be used to challenge injustice and to build a more just
and equitable society.

In order for stories to be truly powerful, they need to reflect the diversity of
the world around us. We need to hear stories from people of all races,
genders, religions, and backgrounds. We need to hear stories that reflect
the full range of human experiences.

When we share our stories, we learn from each other and build a more
inclusive society. Stories have the power to change the world, and it is up
to us to use them for good.
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