
Moments and Memory: Forty Years After the
Pinochet Coup

On September 11, 1973, a military coup led by General Augusto Pinochet
overthrew the democratically elected government of Salvador Allende in
Chile. The coup ushered in a brutal dictatorship that lasted for 17 years and
left a lasting legacy of human rights abuses, economic inequality, and
political repression.
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Forty years after the coup, Chile is a very different country. The dictatorship
is long gone, and Chile has since become a vibrant democracy with a
strong economy. However, the legacy of the Pinochet era continues to cast
a long shadow over the country.

The Coup and Its Aftermath

The Pinochet coup was a bloody affair. In the days and weeks following the
coup, thousands of Allende supporters were arrested, tortured, and killed.
Many more were forced into exile.

The dictatorship that Pinochet established was one of the most repressive
in Latin American history. Political parties were banned, the press was
censored, and dissent was met with swift and brutal retribution.

Pinochet's economic policies were also disastrous. He implemented a
series of neoliberal reforms that led to widespread privatization,
deregulation, and cuts to social spending. These policies benefited a small
elite at the expense of the majority of Chileans.

The Legacy of Pinochet

The legacy of the Pinochet era is complex and contested. Some Chileans
view Pinochet as a hero who saved the country from communism. Others
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see him as a brutal dictator who committed crimes against humanity.

The debate over Pinochet's legacy is likely to continue for many years to
come. However, there is no doubt that the coup he led had a profound
impact on Chile. The country is still grappling with the legacy of the
dictatorship, and it will be many years before the wounds of the past are
fully healed.

Moments of Memory

In the years since the Pinochet coup, there have been many moments of
memory and reflection. In 1990, Chile elected its first post-dictatorship
president, Patricio Aylwin. Aylwin established a Truth and Reconciliation
Commission to investigate the human rights abuses that occurred during
the dictatorship.

In 2006, Pinochet was arrested and charged with human rights abuses.
However, he died in 2006 before he could be brought to trial.

In 2013, the Chilean government issued a formal apology for the human
rights abuses that occurred during the dictatorship. The apology was a
significant step in acknowledging the past and healing the wounds of the
past.

The Pinochet coup was a dark chapter in Chilean history. However, it is
important to remember that the coup also led to a period of profound
change and transformation. Chile is now a vibrant democracy with a strong
economy. However, the legacy of the Pinochet era continues to cast a long
shadow over the country. It is important to continue to remember the



victims of the dictatorship and to work to ensure that such atrocities never
happen again.
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