
John Coleridge Patteson: Missionary Bishop
of the Melanesian Islands

John Coleridge Patteson was an English missionary bishop who dedicated
his life to spreading Christianity in the Melanesian Islands. He was born in
London in 1827 and educated at Oxford University. In 1855, he was
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ordained as a deacon and sent to the Melanesian Islands as a missionary.
In 1861, he was consecrated as the first Bishop of Melanesia.

Patteson's work in the Melanesian Islands was marked by his deep
commitment to the local people and his willingness to learn from them. He
translated the Bible into several Melanesian languages and established
schools and hospitals throughout the region. He also worked to end the
slave trade and to promote peace and reconciliation between different
tribes.
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Patteson's work was not without its challenges. He faced opposition from
both European settlers and local chiefs. He was also shipwrecked several
times and contracted malaria on several occasions. However, he never
gave up on his mission and continued to work tirelessly until his death in
1871.

Patteson's legacy is still felt in the Melanesian Islands today. The Anglican
Church in Melanesia is one of the largest and most vibrant Anglican
provinces in the world. The schools and hospitals that Patteson founded
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continue to provide essential services to the local people. And the work that
he did to promote peace and reconciliation has helped to create a more just
and harmonious society in the Melanesian Islands.

Early life and education

John Coleridge Patteson was born on April 1, 1827, in London, England.
He was the son of Sir John Patteson, a judge, and Lady Fanny Patteson.
Patteson's father was a devout Christian and his mother was a strong
supporter of the Church of England. Patteson was raised in a loving and
supportive home and he received a privileged education.

Patteson attended Eton College and then Oxford University. At Oxford, he
studied classics and theology. He was a brilliant student and he quickly
rose to the top of his class. Patteson was also a gifted athlete and he
excelled at rowing and cricket.

In 1854, Patteson graduated from Oxford with a first-class degree in
theology. He was ordained as a deacon in the Church of England and he
was sent to the Melanesian Islands as a missionary.

Missionary work in the Melanesian Islands

Patteson arrived in the Melanesian Islands in 1855. He was assigned to the
island of Mota, where he began to learn the local language and customs.
Patteson quickly realized that the Melanesians were a kind and welcoming
people, but they were also very different from the English people he had
grown up with.

Patteson's first task was to translate the Bible into the Mota language. He
worked tirelessly on this project and he eventually completed the



translation of the New Testament. Patteson also established schools and
hospitals throughout the Melanesian Islands. He believed that education
and healthcare were essential for the development of the local people.

Patteson also worked to end the slave trade in the Melanesian Islands. He
convinced many local chiefs to sign a treaty that abolished slavery.
Patteson also worked to promote peace and reconciliation between
different tribes. He believed that Christianity could bring peace and unity to
the Melanesian Islands.

Patteson's work was not without its challenges. He faced opposition from
both European settlers and local chiefs. He was also shipwrecked several
times and contracted malaria on several occasions. However, Patteson
never gave up on his mission and he continued to work tirelessly until his
death in 1871.

Death and legacy

Patteson was killed on September 20, 1871, by a group of Melanesian
islanders on the island of Nukapu. Patteson had gone to the island to try to
negotiate a peace treaty between two warring tribes. However, the
tribesmen were angry at Patteson for supporting their enemies and they
killed him.

Patteson's death was a great loss to the Anglican Church and to the people
of the Melanesian Islands. He was a dedicated and compassionate
missionary who had dedicated his life to serving others. Patteson's legacy
is still felt in the Melanesian Islands today. The Anglican Church in
Melanesia is one of the largest and most vibrant Anglican provinces in the
world. The schools and hospitals that Patteson founded continue to provide



essential services to the local people. And the work that he did to promote
peace and reconciliation has helped to create a more just and harmonious
society in the Melanesian Islands.

John Coleridge Patteson was a remarkable man who dedicated his life to
serving others. He was a brilliant scholar, a gifted athlete, and a devout
Christian. Patteson's work in the Melanesian Islands was marked by his
deep commitment to the local people and his willingness to learn from
them. He translated the Bible into several Melanesian languages and
established schools and hospitals throughout the region. He also worked to
end the slave trade and to promote peace and reconciliation between
different tribes. Patteson's legacy is still felt in the Melanesian Islands
today. He is remembered as a great missionary and a true friend of the
Melanesian people.
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