
Costa Rica Ultimate Travel Guide for Cruise
Lovers
Overview

Costa Rica is a small country located in Central America. It is bordered by
Nicaragua to the north and Panama to the south. Costa Rica is known for
its stunning natural beauty, rich culture, and diverse wildlife. The country is
home to a wide variety of ecosystems, including rainforests, cloud forests,
beaches, and volcanoes. Costa Rica is also a popular destination for
adventure activities, such as hiking, rafting, and zip-lining.
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Getting to Costa Rica

There are several ways to get to Costa Rica. The most common way is to
fly into Juan Santamaría International Airport (SJO) in San José, the capital
of Costa Rica. SJO is served by a number of major airlines, including
American Airlines, Delta Air Lines, and United Airlines. You can also fly into
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Liberia International Airport (LIR) in Liberia, which is located in the northern
part of Costa Rica. LIR is served by a smaller number of airlines, but it is
often a cheaper option than flying into SJO.

Once you arrive in Costa Rica, you can travel to your cruise port by bus,
taxi, or private car. The journey from SJO to the cruise port in Puntarenas
takes about 2 hours. The journey from LIR to the cruise port in Caldera
takes about 1 hour.

Cruise Ports in Costa Rica

There are two main cruise ports in Costa Rica: Puntarenas and Caldera.
Puntarenas is located on the Pacific coast of Costa Rica, while Caldera is
located on the Gulf of Nicoya. Both ports are within easy reach of a variety
of popular tourist destinations.

Puntarenas

Puntarenas is the most popular cruise port in Costa Rica. It is located in the
central part of the country, on the Gulf of Nicoya. Puntarenas is a bustling
city with a variety of shops, restaurants, and bars. It is also a popular
destination for day trips to nearby attractions, such as the Manuel Antonio
National Park and the Tortuga Island.

Caldera

Caldera is a newer cruise port than Puntarenas. It is located on the Pacific
coast of Costa Rica, about 1 hour north of Puntarenas. Caldera is a smaller
port than Puntarenas, but it is still within easy reach of a variety of popular
tourist destinations. Caldera is also a popular destination for day trips to
nearby attractions, such as the Arenal Volcano and the Monteverde Cloud
Forest.



Things to Do in Costa Rica

There are a wide variety of things to do in Costa Rica. Here are a few of the
most popular activities:

Visit the Manuel Antonio National Park: This park is home to a wide
variety of wildlife, including monkeys, sloths, and birds.

Go zip-lining through the rainforest: This is a great way to
experience the rainforest from a different perspective.

Visit the Arenal Volcano: This active volcano is one of Costa Rica's
most popular tourist destinations.

Go white-water rafting on the Pacuare River: This is a challenging
but rewarding experience.

Visit the Monteverde Cloud Forest: This cloud forest is home to a
variety of wildlife, including monkeys, birds, and reptiles.

Go surfing at Playa Santa Teresa: This beach is a popular surfing
destination.

Visit the Tortuga Island: This island is a popular destination for
swimming, snorkeling, and sunbathing.

Where to Stay in Costa Rica

There are a wide variety of hotels and resorts to choose from in Costa
Rica. Here are a few of the most popular options:

The Four Seasons Resort Costa Rica at Peninsula Papagayo: This
luxury resort is located on the Pacific coast of Costa Rica. It offers a



variety of amenities, including a private beach, a spa, and several
restaurants.

The Hotel Hacienda Guachipelín: This eco-friendly hotel is located in
the rainforest near the Arenal Volcano. It offers a variety of amenities,
including a swimming pool, a spa, and several restaurants.

The Hotel Villa Caletas: This boutique hotel is located on the Central
Pacific coast of Costa Rica. It offers a variety of amenities, including a
private beach, a spa, and several restaurants.

What to Eat in Costa Rica

Costa Rican cuisine is a blend of Spanish, Caribbean, and indigenous
flavors. Here are a few of the most popular dishes:

Gallo pinto: This is a traditional Costa Rican breakfast dish made with
rice and black beans.

Casado: This is a typical Costa Rican lunch dish made with rice,
beans, meat, and vegetables.

Ceviche: This is a seafood dish made with fish or shrimp that is
marinated in lime juice.

Arroz con pollo: This is a chicken and rice dish that is flavored with a
variety of spices.

Tres leches cake: This is a moist cake that is made with three types
of milk.

Tips for Cruising to Costa Rica

Here are a few tips for cruising to Costa Rica:



Book your cruise early: Costa Rica is a popular cruise destination, so
it is important to book your cruise early in advance.

Choose the right cruise line: Not all cruise lines offer cruises to
Costa Rica. Be sure to choose a cruise line that offers a variety of
itineraries that include Costa Rica.

Pack for the weather: Costa Rica has a tropical climate. Be sure to
pack light, comfortable clothing and sunscreen.

Learn a few Spanish phrases: Spanish is the official language of
Costa Rica. Learning a few basic phrases will help you get around
more easily.

Be prepared for adventure: Costa Rica is a great place for
adventure. Be sure to plan some activities that will get your adrenaline
pumping.

Costa Rica is a beautiful and diverse country that is perfect for a cruise
vacation. With its stunning natural beauty, rich culture, and diverse wildlife,
Costa Rica offers something for everyone. Whether you are looking for
adventure, relaxation, or a combination of both, Costa Rica is the perfect
destination for your next cruise vacation.
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